
Reading 

 

 
Reading Intent:  
 

At Ralph Butterfield Primary School, our aim is for every child to become a fluent reader. We want children to become fluent readers in order for 
them to reach age related expectations or make accelerated progress from their starting point. As well as this, we want children to develop a love for 
reading and read for pleasure on a regular basis. 
 

Our curriculum is designed around the needs of the pupils in our school and there are a variety of approaches to enable the pupils to make good 
progress. 
 

The aims of teaching reading in our school are to develop pupils who: 
• show high levels of achievement and exhibit very positive attitudes towards reading; 
• rapidly acquire a secure knowledge of letters and sounds and make sustained progress in learning to read fluently; 
• apply a knowledge of systematic synthetic phonics to decode unfamiliar words with increasing accuracy and speed. 
• read easily and fluently with good understanding across both fiction and non-fiction; 
• acquire a wider vocabulary; 
• participate in the teaching of phonics knowledge, skills and understanding in a systematic and enjoyable way; 
• develop their reading in all subjects to support their acquisition of knowledge; 
• develop a love of reading; 
• read for pleasure both at home and school on a regular basis; 
• through their reading develop culturally, emotionally, intellectually, socially and spiritually; 
• develop good comprehension drawing from their linguistic knowledge. 
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Communication and Language 
Listening, Attention and Understanding ELG 
Children at the expected level of development 
will:  
- Listen attentively and respond to what they hear 
with relevant questions, comments and actions 
when being read to and during whole class 
discussions and small group interactions;  
- Make comments about what they have heard 
and ask questions to clarify their understanding; - 
Hold conversation when engaged in back-and-
forth exchanges with their teacher and peers. 
Speaking ELG  
Children at the expected level of development 
will:  
- Participate in small group, class and one-to-one 
discussions, offering their own ideas, using 
recently introduced vocabulary;  
- Offer explanations for why things might happen, 
making use of recently introduced vocabulary 
from stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems 
when appropriate;  
- Express their ideas and feelings about their 
experiences using full sentences, including use of 
past, present and future tenses and making use of 
conjunctions, with modelling and support from 
their teacher. 

• listen and respond appropriately to adults and their peers 

• ask relevant questions to extend their understanding and knowledge 

• use relevant strategies to build their vocabulary 

• articulate and justify answers, arguments and opinions 

• give well-structured descriptions, explanations and narratives for different purposes, including 
for expressing feelings 

• maintain attention and participate actively in collaborative conversations, staying on topic and 
initiating and responding to comments 

• use spoken language to develop understanding through speculating, hypothesising, imagining 
and exploring ideas 

• speak audibly and fluently with an increasing command of Standard English 

• participate in discussions, presentations, performances, role play/improvisations and debates 

• gain, maintain and monitor the interest of the listener(s) 

• consider and evaluate different viewpoints, attending to and building on the contributions of 
others 

• select and use appropriate registers for effective communication 
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Word Reading ELG  
Children at the expected level of development 
will: - Say a sound for each letter in the alphabet 
and at least 10 digraphs;  
- Read words consistent with their phonic 
knowledge by sound-blending; 
 - Read aloud simple sentences and books that are 
consistent with their phonic knowledge, including 
some common exception words. 

• apply phonic knowledge to decode words 
• speedily read all 40+ letters/groups for 40+ 
phonemes 
• read accurately by blending taught GPC 
• read common exception words noting unusual 
correspondences between spelling and sound 
and where these occur in the word 
• read common suffixes (-s, -es, -ing, -ed, etc.) 
• read multi-syllable words containing taught 
GPCs 
• read contractions and understanding use of 
apostrophe 
• read aloud phonically-decodable texts 
• read books aloud, accurately, that are 

consistent with their developing phonic 
knowledge and that do not require them to 
use other strategies to work out words 

• reread these books to build up their fluency 
and confidence in word reading 

 

• continue to apply phonic knowledge and skills 
as the route to decode words until automatic 
decoding has become embedded and reading is 
fluent 

• read accurately by blending, including 
alternative sounds for graphemes 
• read multi-syllable words containing these 
graphemes 
• read common suffixes 
• read exception words, noting unusual 
correspondences between spelling and sound 
and where these occur in the word 
• read most words quickly & accurately without 
overt sounding and blending 
• read aloud books closely matched to their 

improving phonic knowledge, sounding out 
unfamiliar words accurately, automatically 
and without undue hesitation 

• reread these books to build up their fluency 
and confidence in word reading 
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Children at the expected level of development 
will: - Demonstrate understanding of what has 
been read to them by retelling stories and 
narratives using their own words and recently 
introduced vocabulary;  
- Anticipate where appropriate key events in 
stories;  
- Use and understand recently introduced 
vocabulary during discussions about stories, non-
fiction, rhymes and poems and during role-play.  

 

• listening to and discussing a wide range of 
poems, stories and non-fiction at a level beyond 
that at which they can read independently 
• being encouraged to link what they read or 
hear read to their own experiences 

 

• listening to, discussing and expressing views 
about a wide range of contemporary and classic 
poetry, stories and non-fiction at a level beyond 
that at which they can read independently 
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• becoming very familiar with key stories, fairy 
stories and traditional tales, retelling them and 
considering their particular characteristics 
• recognising and joining in with predictable 
phrases 

 

• becoming increasingly familiar with and 
retelling a wider range of stories, fairy stories 
and traditional tales 
• recognising simple recurring literary language 
in stories and poetry 
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• learning to appreciate rhymes and poems, 
and to recite some by heart 

 

• continuing to build up a repertoire of poems 
learnt by heart, appreciating these and reciting 
some, with appropriate intonation to make the 
meaning clear 
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• discussing word meanings, linking new 
meanings to those already known 

 

• discussing and clarifying the meanings of 
words, linking new meanings to known 
vocabulary 
• discussing their favourite words and phrases 
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 • drawing on what they already know or on 
background information and vocabulary 
provided by the teacher 
• checking that the text makes sense to them as 
they read and correcting inaccurate reading 

 

• discussing the sequence of events in books 
and how items of information are related 
• drawing on what they already know or on 
background information and vocabulary 
provided by the teacher 
• checking that the text makes sense to them as 
they read and correcting inaccurate reading 
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• discussing the significance of the title and 
events 
• making inferences on the basis of what is 
being said and done 

 

• making inferences on the basis of what is 
being said and done 
• answering and asking questions 
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• predicting what might happen on the basis of 
what has been read so far 

 

• predicting what might happen on the basis of 
what has been read so far 
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 • being introduced to non-fiction books that are 
structured in different ways 
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• participate in discussion about what is read to 
them, taking turns and listening to what others 
say 
• explain clearly their understanding of what is 
read to them 

 

• participate in discussion about books, poems 
& other works that are read to them & those 
that they can read for themselves, taking turns 
and listening to what others say 
• explain and discuss their understanding of 
books, poems and other material, both those 
that they listen to and those that they read for 
themselves 

 
 


